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Dear Convener, 
 
UPDATED SUITE OF GUIDANCE FOR THE CHILDCARE SECTOR 
 
As the Education and Skills Committee are aware, all childcare settings in Scotland were able 
to reopen from 15 July 2020 in line with public health guidance. We have committed to keeping 
that guidance under review and update it in line with the latest public health advice and 
scientific evidence.  
 
On Wednesday 7 October, in a statement to the Scottish Parliament, the First Minister said 
that the Scottish Government would work with all sectors to review, and where necessary, 
tighten current guidance.  We have now received further advice public health advice and 
scientific evidence specifically for the childcare sector. We have been working with the Care 
Inspectorate, local authorities and childcare sector representatives to review the relevant 
guidance in light of that further advice.   
 
On 23 October the First Minister announced the publication of the Strategic Framework which 
sets out the levels of interventions that may be applied across all sectors in response to local 
data on COVID-19. The Framework is clear that it is a key priority of the Government to keep 
schools and regulated childcare open, considering the importance of both to children’s learning 
and development.  
 
  

pack://file%3a,,root,SECUREAPPSUPPORT,fileDatabase,files,Coronavirus%2520-%2520ADES%2520Proposal%2520on%2520RPA%2520-%2520DFM%2520Letter%2520to%2520Carrie%2520Lindsay%2520-%2520April%25202020_00000001.docx/customXml/item1.xml
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
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On Friday, 30 October, we published refreshed guidance for all parts of the childcare sector 
to reflect the Strategic Framework and the most up to date expert advice from the COVID-19 
Advisory Sub Group on Education and Children’s Issues, which has also been published 
today. You can find the updated suite of guidance here. 

 Guidance for early learning and childcare services

 Guidance for childminding services

 Guidance for school aged childcare services

 Advice from the COVID-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues

Yours sincerely 

MAREE TODD 
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/early-learning-and-childcare-services
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